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sessions of land and slaves. Property and marriage
exist. The unit of the tribe is the family, the mem-
bers of which live together and stand by each other.
These institutions rest upon custom alone. There is
no ethical conception of a right except some vague
belief that some unseen power will punish one who
violates custom. To plunder from the members of
any neighbouring tribe is no crime. Custom, as the
word itself imports, is generally obeyed, but there
are frequent departures from it, and consequently
much violence and turbulence among tribes com-
posed of the more warlike men; but among the more
peaceful groups the observance of custom may be
even more complete than obedience to law in modern
societies. The only security for person or property
among those who are warlike is to let each man
know that he can invade neither without losing his
life or suffering punishment at the hands of him
whom he injures. The path of safety is to follow
custom. When this is done expectation is not dis-
appointed and resentment is not provoked. Tur-
bulence and strife arise from many causes; but the
principal ones are: (i) -the mere love of fighting, the
disposition to quarrel upon slight offence, the pas-
sage from words to blows and weapons and con-
sequent homicide. The family of the slain are
angered and seek revenge upon the slayer who
takes refuge in his own family, and they stand to
their arms in defence. A pitched battle may ensue,
and other lives be sacrificed, and a family feud
occasioned which may not be cured for a generation.
(2) Disputes about land. Titles, resting much upon